
 

      December 2011December 2011December 2011December 2011    

the Evangel 

                    Grace Episcopal Church,  Camden, South CarolinaGrace Episcopal Church,  Camden, South CarolinaGrace Episcopal Church,  Camden, South CarolinaGrace Episcopal Church,  Camden, South Carolina    

A Community of Grace, Anchored in Christ, Living to Love, Growing to ServeA Community of Grace, Anchored in Christ, Living to Love, Growing to ServeA Community of Grace, Anchored in Christ, Living to Love, Growing to ServeA Community of Grace, Anchored in Christ, Living to Love, Growing to Serve        

EVENTS IN DECEMBER 

ST. NICHOLAS DAY LITURGY  

AND RECEPTION                                          

 Tuesday – December 6th -- at 5:30 p.m.    
{See article on page 4} 

  An Advent Quiet Morning                       Led by: Fr. William Anderson 

   Saturday, December 3rd                                      Coffee: 8:30 

                                                    Program: 9:00-12:00 

                                       Lunch Following [more info  pg 4] 

     THE 35th ANNIVERSARY OF THE CANDLELIGHT TOUR OF HOMES 

              Saturday, December 10, 2011 in historic Camden, South Carolina.  

Homes tours will take place between 3:00 and 8:00pm and will include some of

  our most elegant homes and Grace Episcopal Church. 

Bishop Charles Duvall visits Grace on Sunday December 18. 

Reception following the 10:30 service in Richardson Hall 

 

 
 Services at Grace on Christmas Eve 

     3:30 PM Family Service & Christmas Program 

   10:00 PM Christmas Carols & 10:30 Festal Service 

Christmas Day 

   11:00 AM Christmas Day Liturgy 
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 An Advent Quiet Morning  
Finding Balance: Body, Mind and Spirit:  Led by: Fr. William Anderson-Saturday, December 
3rd, Coffee: 8:30,  Program: 9:00-12:00,  Lunch Following                                                                                          
         
                                          
ST. NICHOLAS DAY LITURGY AND RECEPTION                                                        
 5:30 pm. – Cookies and Cocoa following the service in Richardson Hall 
Youth of all ages are encouraged to attend 

 
Candlelight Tour Of Homes, including Grace Church                                                                            
3:00-8:00 pm. Begins at Camden Archives and Museum: 1314 Broad 
Street.                                                      

    
Bishop Duvall Visits Grace: Bishop Duvall will be at both services. 
There sill be  a reception following the 10:30 service. 
 
 
Christmas Eve Services:    
  3:30 pm.   Family Service & Pageant  
10:00 pm    Caroling 
10:30 pm    Festal Service   
 
 
Services at 11:00 am  
 
 
             

 

 ECW [Women of Grace] will have their annual Christmas Tea and the Christ-

mas Readings and Cookie Exchange– Watch your bulletins or call the church 
office. Postcards will be mailed with dates, times and places.                                                         

                                                        
                                                    Coming  in January    Coming  in January    Coming  in January    Coming  in January                                                        

 7:00: Father Michael will lead discussions on Bishop N. T. (Tom) Wright’s book: 
The Challenge of Jesus.  A light spaghetti/salad supper will be available start-
ing at 6:15 . Books available in the office for $10.00– supply limited 
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Dear People of Grace Church: 

In this start-up period, I have used my newslet-
ter article to keep you updated on the crucial 
work that your Vestry and I are doing in terms 
of establishing a clear and effective sense of who 
and what we are as a church.  We do this work 
in order not only for all of us to be effective as 
members of Christ’s Body; we also do this in or-
der to honor the commitments that you, the 
members of Grace Church, make so that you 
will increasingly trust the partnership we share 
with your presence and your gifts.   

I am mindful of something a friend once said to 
me, as we were involved at that time in the same 
type of developmental work.  He said: “No one 
ever drives up to a beautiful house and says: 
‘What a great foundation!’”  True, yet, without a 
solid foundation, there is no use in trying to 
build the rest of the house.  So, with a clear 
sense of purpose [A Community of Grace, 
Anchored in Christ: Living to Love; 
Growing to Serve], we express this vocation, 
this calling through four priority ministries: 
Christian Formation; Pastoral Care; 
Outreach; Congregational/Membership 
Development.  These are the areas by which 
and through which we focus our energies in or-
der to please God, to change the world, and to 
promote faithful and mature growth in our-
selves.  

With such a foundation among us, we are freed 
from the whims of personality and culture and 
can stay on course no matter what.  With such a 
foundation, we can even make mistakes without 
losing our way, without being crippled by blam-
ing and recrimination.  With such a foundation, 
we can continually build upon the contributions 
of individuals and even generations without get-
ting stuck in personal preferences or partisan-
ship.  With such a foundation, we can continu-
ally remember that we have been called by God 
to be the “people of God” and “rejoice and be 
glad in it.” 

Let me close this month’s report with an idea 
and an invitation that stems from our Christian 
Formation priority.  The idea is that the entire 
parish community read a book together and that 

we have regular opportunities to discuss this 
book so that we can develop a common and sup-
portive biblical and theological reference with 
one another, a common language and experi-
ence of the Bible and biblical thought (not 
whims or partisanship).   

I am glad to say that this idea has taken hold, 
and that come the New Year, we will read and 
discuss Bishop N. T. (Tom) Wright’s book: The 
Challenge of Jesus.  In addition to reading 
the book, everyone is also invited to come on 
Wednesday night at 6:00 for a hearty-yet-
simple meal and some fellowship, to be followed 
at 7:00 to 8:15 by guided discussions of the is-
sues and ideas we encounter in the book.  You 
may purchase your own copy of the book; or you 
can contact the office and reserve a copy.  We 
have purchased 50 copies at a greatly reduced 
price.  First come; first serve.   

I am excited about the prospect of this opportu-
nity.  I will be the convener of the Wednesday 
night discussions, and we will work our way 
through a deeper and clearer understanding of 
who Jesus is and what it means to call him 
“Lord,” “Christ,” and “Son of God.”  I highly rec-
ommend Bishop Wright’s writing.  He is an ex-
cellent teacher and writer, making things clear 
without diluting them or dumbing them down.  
We’ll speak more about this program as the 
time draws closer.  But for now, do arrange your 
calendars in order to participate.  It will be 
worth your while, I assure you.  It will be an ex-
citing and strengthening experience of the solid 
foundation we are developing together at Grace 
Church.   

Godspeed. 
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 Finding Balance: Body, Mind and Spirit 

 An Advent Quiet Morning  

Led by: Fr. William Anderson 

Saturday, December 3rd 

          Coffee: 8:30 

       Program: 9:00-12:00 

       Lunch Following 

 
You are invited join us in spending time with God dur-
ing the Advent season, away from the busyness and dis-
tractions of daily life, for spiritual refreshment and in-
sight.  Our quiet morning will be segmented into medi-
tations presented by Fr. Anderson, followed by periods 
of quiet reflection.  During the quiet periods, partici-
pants may stay in the church, take a walk, sit in the 
courtyard, or do what is comfortable for them. 

If you would like to stay for lunch, 

please call the church office 432-7621 

Hosted by The Daughters of the King 
 
—————————————————————————- 
Father Anderson has served at 
The Church of Our Savior, 
John’s Island, SC [part-time], 
St. Christopher’s, Perry, Ga. 
[Asst. to Rector and Rector], 
Saint Mary’s, Columbia, SC 
[Rector]. He now serves as 
priest associate at St. Simon & St 
Jude in Irmo, SC. His loves in-
clude Outreach Ministries, Pas-
toral Care and Preaching! 

ST. NICHOLAS DAY LITURGY               
AND RECEPTION 

Tuesday – December 6th -- at 5:30 p.m. 

Did You Know that Santa Claus                
Was a Bishop? 

COME TO GRACE CHURCH.  BRING FRIENDS, 
AND LEARN ABOUT THE REAL SANTA 
CLAUS. 

December 6th is the feast day of St. 
Nicholas, Bishop of Mira (a city on the 
southern Mediterranean seacoast of what 
is now Turkey); and everyone is invited 
(ESPECIALLY THE CHILDREN) to join 
in a liturgy to learn more about St. 
Nicholas, to sing special songs about 
him, and to offer prayers, in particular, 

for children.  (St. Nicholas is the pa-
tron saint of children.) 

In addition, everyone is asked to 
bring their Christmas stockings for a 
special blessing (and to learn from 
the Nicholas story why we hang our 
stockings on Christmas Eve for 
“Santa Claus”).  Also because St. 

Nicholas was so generous, we are asking each 
person to bring with them some non-
perishable food item that will be donated to 
the Camden Christian Minis-
try for distribution.  The lit-
urgy will take about 30 min-
utes, followed by a special re-
ception in Richardson Hall. 

CALLING ALL KIDS– CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Sign up after the St. Nicholas Day Liturgy to partici-
pate in the Christmas Program at the 3:30 Christmas 
Eve Family Service.  Parts will be assigned at this 
meeting.  If you are unable to attend this meeting but 
want to participate, please contact Fran Burns by De-
cember 6: fwburns@bellsouth.net 

Practices for Christmas Eve Program 

Wednesday, December 7th       5:30-6:30 pm  

Wednesday, December 14th & 21st    5:30- 7:00 pm  
Dinner will be provided these two Wednesdays 

Reminder:  No Sunday School Christmas Day or New 
Years Day 
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Notes from the Junior WardenNotes from the Junior WardenNotes from the Junior WardenNotes from the Junior Warden         

◊ All of our heating systems have been checked out. 
◊ A lectern light has been installed.  The switch is on the side of the lectern, below the gooseneck.  

Turn switch toward the reader to adjust light intensity. 
◊ Thanks to Harriet DuBose for the fall flowers planted around our sign at the front of the Church.  

She has done this for many years.  They look great as they always do! 
◊ Anyone interested in working on committees involved with buildings and grounds, please let me 

hear from you.  We would love to have your involvement! 
Blessings to all, 

Jim Burns   432-1515, 427-2734 

               Children’s Chapel          

               December Bible Verse:                                               
"God's Son is born for us!"  (see Isaiah 9:6)  

             December Bible Concept:                                         
“God sent Jesus to earth to be born a baby."  

 This month we will be helping your children express 
gladness as we retell the story of Jesus' birth.  We will 
be thanking God for sending His Son, Jesus, to be born 
to Mary and growing up to be our Savior. 

 Even though our children are young, we want them to 
enthusiastically share the wonder of God's  great good-
ness and the world-changing importance of Jesus - 
both as a baby and as our Lord.  We pray that the chil-
dren will absorb the true spirit of Christmas; the won-        
der  of redemption that is born on Christmas  Day- 

 
God's most amazing gift and His promise fulfilled!!!!!!  

                  God's Son is born for us !!!!!!! 
                 Glory to God in the Highest!!!!!!!!  
                                                                                                                        
      Barbara Goodwin and Amy Sandt 

                November Vestry Meeting Summary   November Vestry Meeting Summary   November Vestry Meeting Summary   November Vestry Meeting Summary       
Children & Youth Staffer: Applicants are being narrowed down to interview those candidates whose 
education and experience more closely match the job requirements of the position. Michael prepared 
three questions to be asked of the remaining applicants by an initial interview committee- composed of 
Tina Lockhart, Howard Wallace, Shanna Redfearn and Wendy Blanks. They will meet after the candi-
dates respond to the questions to compile their thoughts and report to Michael before he conducts the 
final interviews. 
Vestry Nominations: Three nominations have been received thus far. Vestry members were urged to 
contact and put forward possible candidates. The suggestion was made to allow the attendees of the 
8:00 service to participate in the initial ballot after that service on the day of the Annual Parish Meeting 
and Vestry Election. 
2012 Budget: Notifications have been emailed to all committees [and will be re-sent on a weekly basis] 
to have their 2012 budget requests submitted to Kathy Sharp, Pete Cantey or their Ministry chair  by De-
cember 1st. The vestry will have a meeting to develop the 2012 budget, not to be held before December 
15. The decision will be made to have a separate meeting specifically for developing the new budget or 
have the December Vestry meeting with an earlier start time.  
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Angel Tree 

Grace Church has been most generous in the past by supporting local 
families through our Angel Tree Mission.  Arrangements are being 
made with Kershaw County DSS to adopt families again this year.  Out-
reach will furnish a Traditional Christmas Dinner for each family and 
parishioners are welcome to choose an angel from the Angel Tree so 
that we may share our Christmas joy with the “least of these”.  Gifts 
should be wrapped and the angel placed on the package when you re-
turn them.  Tree will be in the Narthex starting Sunday, November 27 . 

A Message from Afghanistan 
 
Dear Grace, 
   I hope this note finds everyone well and looking 
forward to the holidays. It is nice to read the latest 
Grace Church news in the Evangel and I look for-
ward to seeing everyone soon. I would like to 
thank everyone for the overwhelming support 
over the last several months. I have heard from 
many of you either through church channels or 
privately and it really does mean a lot to have that 
contact from home and from the church. 
  
  The care packages you have sent have been 
great. I have really been touched by everything 
and have passed along the well-wishes and snacks 
to the others here. I would also like to make sure 
to pass along a special thanks to the Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible School children and to 
Anne Conder and Amy Sandt and the other teach-
ers. The artwork from the kids is great and I want 
them to know that I have the pictures and flags 
hanging up here in our workspace. It is a great 
connection to home.  I could not end the care 
package discussion without relaying one anec-
dote. Please forgive me if this tramples anyone's 
sensibilities. I was opening one care package from 
Grace and in one box, there were several maga-
zines. Unbeknownst, I am sure, to the congrega-
tion at large, one of my acquaintances (most likely 
from the breakfast crew) included the latest 
Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Edition. As I pulled it 
from the box, one of the soldiers asked, "Man, 
who sent you that?". Being honest, I stated that 
my church had actually sent the magazine. His 
straight-faced reply was: "Man, you have a cool 
church". So please know that Grace has been ef-

fective in reaching the soldiers way over here in 
Afghanistan. 
   On a more somber note, I ask that you keep the 
soldiers here in your prayers. I know you are al-
ready doing this now and I am touched to see that 
you have included me in your prayers and in the 
church bulletin. I will make sure to return the fa-
vor. I am relatively safe and out of harms way 
compared to many here. There are so many amaz-
ing folks doing amazing things everyday for our 
country. Sadly, in this environment, casualties are 
unavoidable. The work these men and women are 
doing is phenomenal and worthwhile. Regardless 
of personal opinion concerning the war, there are 
no politics involved in the day to day missions 
carried out here in the name of our country. 
Please keep the prayers coming for these soldiers 
and their families. 
 
   Lastly, I would like to let you know that worship 
and religion are alive and well here. There are 
many services held during the week just here on 
Bagram for all denominations. I have not been as 
much as I would like (I know, sort of like at 
home), but have attended several different ser-
vices when I have had time. 
 
   Anyway, That is about 
all for now. Thanks again 
for all the prayers and 
support. 
   I am looking forward to 
seeing all of you soon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dwight 
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Club 55 Christmas Luncheon 
                                           
 Catered by:               
   3 CHEF’S   

 CATERING 

$5.00 per person 
       RSVP to  
church office by     
December 14th 

  Drawing for Door prizes 

EYC December Schedule 

Dec 4th - 3:30-4:30 Middle School, 4:30 Pizza, 5-6 High School 

Dec 11th - 5-6pm followed by CAYA 

Dec 17th (SATURDAY) - Caroling at Morning Side, and snack afterwards.  Meet at 
church at 3:45 and return to church by 6pm. This is EYC for this week. 

Dec 25th and Jan 1st - No EYC 

Sign up for Christmas poinsettias – You will find an envelope in 

the bulletin. Please place in the offering plate, drop off at the office, or 

mail your request to the church. Please make check for each poinsettia     

payable to Grace Church. Indicate on the envelope front or back how 

the memorial or honorarium should be printed. 

                       Cost is $15.00. Deadline to turn in Dec. 5th 

 

 

 

 

WOW Grace Givers!!! 
Our October Ingathering   

totaled $1254.25.         
Thank you for your               

generosity. Marcia Cashion 

Members and friends who are 
home bound  or in the hospital 

may request communion by calling 
the office- 432-7621  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

THE 35th ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE CANDLELIGHT TOUR 

OF HOMES 

The 35th Anniversary of the Candlelight 

Tour of Homes will take place on Saturday, 

December 10, 2011, and Grace Episcopal 

Church is this year’s highlighted place of 

worship. The tours will take place between 

3:00 and 8:00 p.m., and will include some of 

Camden’s most elegant homes. Grace 

Church will be serving Spiced Tea and cook-

ies in Richardson Hall throughout the Tour 

and are asking for volunteers to bake cookies 

for this event! While you are doing your bak-

ing this season, please put aside a dozen or 

two of your favorite cookie or candy recipe 

and drop them off at Grace. We hope to see 

you on the Tour and we invite you to be part 

of this holiday tradition!  

 

 



 

A WELCOMING CHURCH COMMUNITY! 
 

As the new church year starts with the coming 
season of Advent, Grace is planning several ac-
tivities to improve its Welcoming, and we hope 
that you will join us in these efforts. A fundamen-
tal practice that clearly distinguishes a “healthy” 
church is the way in which it welcomes visitors 
and newcomers.  Indeed, this is a part of our 
Baptismal vow, when we say that, with God’s 
help, we “will … seek and serve Christ in all per-
sons, loving [our] neighbor as [our]self.”  
 
 Grace Church recognizes that welcoming in-
volves four specific activities:  

Inviting 
Greeting 
Orienting 
Incorporating 
 

 “Inviting” includes everything from personal in-
vitation to our communication with our commu-
nity. “Greeting” involves recognizing, welcoming, 
and extending appropriate and helpful hospital-
ity to our visitors and newcomers.  “Orienting” is 
helping people to understand and participate – to 
understand our liturgy, to easily find their way 
around our buildings, to be able to share with 
us.  And, “Incorporating” is the process of inclu-
sion in our community, in the Body of Christ. 
 
 We will begin our efforts primarily with the ar-
eas of Greeting and Orienting, the logical starting 

point, and hope to begin the following NEW AC-
TIVITIES on Sunday December 4th, so look for: 
 
◊          A Welcoming Table – a place where visi-

tors and newcomers will be specifically 
greeted, will be asked to sign a guest book, 
will receive basic information about Grace, 
will be able to ask for help finding bathrooms, 
classrooms, and the nursery, if needed, and 
will receive name tags 

◊          Name Tags – not just for visitors and 
newcomers, but for all members of Grace, so 
that we ourselves and our guests can more 
easily socialize (located on boards just inside 
the narthex) 

◊          Coffee Hour – for now, after the 10:30 
am service, giving us an opportunity to greet 
and offer hospitality (for the 8:00 am service, 
we will take advantage of the biweekly break-
fasts for the same purpose) 

 
 We are encouraging EVERYONE at Grace to 
support and participate in these efforts to help  
make Grace Church a warm and welcoming envi-
ronment for visitors. So, please pick up and use 
your name tags, (they are magnetic and attach & 
remove easily!) and also plan a few extra minutes 
after church for a cup of coffee, a chance to catch 
up with friends and to greet guests … and even to 
visit the Welcoming Table!  We especially want to 
thank the Daughters of the King for helping get 
this effort started at Grace, by graciously agree-
ing to “Daughter” the Welcoming Table. 

 Volunteers Needed For Coffee Hour 

Kay Sahr, chairman of  Grace’s Coffee Hour to be 
held after the 10:30 service, is asking for volun-
teers to help with set-up, clean-up, and general 
hospitality duties. This will be an opportunity to 
greet new friends and spend a few minutes to 
catch up  with those we already know! If you can 
help ,call the church office [432-7621] or Kay 
[243-4646] to sign up for a Sunday or two!! 



 

All are welcome!! Please join the Flower Guild on Friday, December 

23, at 10:00 a.m., to help place the Christmas Poinsettias and hang 

greenery! All Members of Grace are encouraged to spend a little 

time that Friday to help make Grace look even more beautiful, in 

preparation for the celebration of Christmas! We are looking for-

ward to seeing you there!! 

COME HELP US DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS!  


