
 

September 2011                                  The Evangel                  Page 6 

I recently attended a seminar at Trinity 
Cathedral for Sunday School teachers given by 
Sharon Pearson, a Christian formation specialist. 
During the seminar, I met with a group of teach-
ers from another church for a small session dis-
cussion.  Their youth director related a story 
from a conference she attended at Kanuga last 
year.  She was asking a discussion group how 
they could encourage more people to teach Sun-
day School and noticed one woman was very 
quiet during the discussion.  After a while, the 
youth director asked why she was not participat-
ing in the discussion and did she have anything 
to offer.  The quiet woman replied, “We do not 
have this problem at our church, we have a wait-
ing list for Sunday School teachers.”   

 

I want to know where she goes to church 
and what exciting things are going on there to 
have such an issue!!  Father Michael’s sermon on 
finding your place in Christian Formation last 
Sunday goes right to the heart of this matter.  I 
felt as though he were speaking directly to me.  
Julie McKelvey and I took on the job of Sunday 
School that Kathy Sharpe has served in for sev-
eral years along with Eileen Rushing as well.  A 
heartfelt thanks go out to Kathy and Eileen for a 
job that Julie and I would not do on our own.    

 

The seminar encouraged us to think of 
teaching Sunday School as life giving and not a 
burden.  Find out what excites the students and 
incorporate that into your teaching.  Share the 
leadership with the children.  I have some mate-
rials that talk about building your lesson plan 
and I am happy to share if anyone wants a copy.  

 

We have opened up a 3-4 Year Old Pre-
school Sunday School Class this year and wel-
come the addition of several new teachers and 
those who continue to serve.  Thanks to all of you 
ladies and some men who have been roped into 
this.  Everyone is enthusiastic and willing to help.  
Our goal for Sunday School is to teach these chil-
dren the important stories from the Bible.   

 

In addition we have been given the task of 
teaching the Middle and Upper School class that 
Brian Rego recently vacated.  Who can fill his 
shoes?  I certainly cannot.  However, we are very 
excited about the curriculum we are putting to-
gether for the Middle and Upper School class for 
the fall semester called “Church 101”.  Send your 
kids to Sunday School to find out what it is all 
about.   

 

We hope the children will have fun and 
talk to their parents about what they have 
learned in Sunday School.  Please ask them what 
their lesson was about.  And if anyone wants to 
be on our waiting list, we are happy to enlist you.   

 

 

Anne S. Conder 

DO YOU WANT TO BE ON OUR WAITING LIST? 

EYC September Schedule 

Sept 4th - No EYC 

Sept 11th - No EYC 

Sept 18th - First EYC meeting back at Grace 5-6pm, CAYA follows 

Sept 25th - Middle School EYC 3:30-4:30, 4:30 Pizza, High School 5-6pm. 
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A NOTE FROM BRIAN 
There are times in our lives when we experience the silence of God.  It is natural to equate God's 
silence to a lack of presence, but his silence is not emptiness - it is fullness.  Do you ever call out 
for someone that you know is in the next room or something and they do not answer?  After about 
the 5th time you call their name with no response, are you not then prompted to get up and go look 
for them?  I think there are times when God uses his silence to draw us closer to him.  Often times 
it requires a process of action and intention from the heart, and does not necessarily rely on duty or 
"religious" activities.  Do you realize that God's silence is a calling - a calling you "out" from, 
"through," or "into" something?  Faith is grown by testing, it is grown by love.  We are meant to 
struggle with fear, doubt, and other forms of darkness, but we are not abandoned there.  We are 
called and guided through it.  We are meant to learn how to walk by faith, not by sight, not by feel-
ings, not by logic alone.  Do you realize that God's silence is a part of his love for you?  Silence is how we learn to trust in the 
love God has for us, in his promises for us.  Silence is how we learn to discern his voice from the voices of others, his will from 
ours, and to know where our true home is.  There is no greater calling than to be simply called to God, himself.  However it 
manifests in your life, silence is a part of that calling that will transform you.  "To him who is able to keep you from falling and to 
present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy - to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power 
and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages and forevermore!  Amen." - Jude 1:24.             

Calendar of events: 
 
August 7th - Tina Lockhart’s: 4-5:30 
August 14th - The Pennebaker’s, 5-6 PM- CAYA afterward 
August 21st-  Johnny Burns’ Pond Cookout: 4PM-6:30 PM 
August 28th– The Blanks’:4-5:30  

                                                                                                            God Bless, Brian 

           Meet Grace’s New Organist !! 

Barbara Taylor, a native of Winnsboro, began private piano study at 

the age of six and organ study at the age of fifteen at Columbia Col-

lege.  She received the B.A. degree in Music from Presbyterian Col-

lege and the Master of Music degree in Organ Performance from 

the College-Conservatory of Music, University of Cincinnati.  Bar-

bara has served churches in North and South Carolina, Ohio, and 

southern Kentucky.  

 In the decade of the 1990’s she was on the music faculty of Presby-

terian College serving as Instructor of Organ, Piano, Accompanist, 

and Director of the Kindermusik program.  Having moved back to 

Columbia a year ago, Barbara has been a free-

lance musician and is happy to have Grace 

Church as her new musical “home.”   

For the four years prior to moving she was Music Director and Organist at St. 

James Episcopal Church in Lenoir, NC and Instructor of Organ at the Harper 

School of Performing Arts in Lenoir.  Interests include history, reading, cooking, 

gardening, education, and natural history.  Barbara is married to George Taylor, 

who teaches in Columbia, and she enjoys learning along with daughters Virginia, 

fourteen, and Mary Claire, eleven, who are home educated. 

Editor’s note: Kitty’s last Sunday will be August 7th, Barbara will begin on August 14th 




